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Pamela Rhodes-Priore foresees oodles of noodles in her future, but she wouldn’t have 
it any other way. As Pet Helpers’ Outreach Coordinator, she’s organized the second 
annual Spayghetti (no balls) & Neuteroni fundraiser, happening this weekend at 12 area 
restaurants.On James Island, that’s Mondo’s Italian and JPaulz. For other locations, see 
pethelpers.org. 

Along with giving back, Spayghetti is a chance for each chef to improvise new menu 
items. Café Fork will be serving up spicy Sicilian sausage and peppers, while Parson 
Jack’s will be serving “Chicken Parmeranian” and Thai Basil Chicken Pasta, Neuteroni 
style. Other participating restaurants are serving a plate of Spayghetti no balls. Diners 
simply go to a participating restaurant for lunch or dinner, order one or more of the 
specials, and part of each meal’s proceeds go to Pet Helpers. Pet Helpers uses these 
funds to provide low-to-no-cost spay and neuter procedures to the community, for pets 
and feral animals alike. 

It definitely gives you “paws” when you consider that in six years, one cat can be 
responsible for more than 420,000 kittens, and one dog could lead to 67,000 puppies. 
As Kevin Ryan, Executive Director, tells it there’s no way for a community to adopt its 
way out of that problem. Individual pets are also better off spayed/neutered: they are 



better behaved, less likely to stray, and it reduces their risk of some types of cancer. 
Spayed/neutered animals also bond better with their human families.

Pet Helpers is a no-kill shelter, meaning every animal that arrives there will reside there 
until it finds a family. Every time a pet is adopted, its place is filled with a new homeless 
pet. Finding homes for animals, providing an on-site affordable spay/neuter clinic, 
conducting trap neuter release programs for feral animals, and spreading awareness 
about pet overpopulation prevention are all part of Pet Helpers’ mission. 

Not a month goes by that Pet Helpers isn’t walking the talk for animal welfare: they 
make regulare appearances on local radio and television programs; their animals are 
also featured on the rear pages of The James Island Messenger. Any given weekend 
they are holding adoption events at PetSmart, Petco, Old Navy, or farmers markets. In 
addition to Spayghetti, there’s Paws Go Red, March’s 12th Annual Oyster Roast, a tie-in 
with April’s Cooper River Bridge Run, and May’s Leslie McCrary Memorial 5k. 

“Ultimately we want a community with no homeless animals. With our volunteers’ help, 
we were able to get 500 more animals adopted than two years ago, and 300 more than 
one year ago,” says Ryan. “This year our goal is 2,013 animals adopted in 2013. Some 
had suggested that a Deep South city couldn’t be a leader in no-kill kennels and 
prevention-versus-euthanasia initiatives, but Charleston is a beacon in animal welfare. 
It’s inspired other communities to take on similar prospects of their own.”
 Pet Helpers is located at 1447 Folly Road. Their phone number is (843) 795-1110. 
For more information about Pet Helpers, visit their website at 
www.pethelpers.org.


